
                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Report  

on  

WILDLIFE WEEK 2020 

CELEBRATIONS 

 
 

Organized by 

ENVIS Resource Partner  
on 

 Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement  
Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding 

(Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education) 

Coimbatore 



Wildlife Week 2020 Celebrations by IFGTB ENVIS 

The ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement at the 

Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore organized Wildlife Week 2020 

Celebrations digitally through Facebook live on 07 October 2020. An online elocution 

competition was also conducted for students and public on the topic “Why do we need to 

conserve wildlife”. 

The digital event began with Prakruthi Vandanam, an invocation on nature in Sanskrit 

based on Yajur Veda by Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator. 

During his introductory remarks, Dr Warrier highlighted the significance of wildlife week 

celebrations planned by the Union Government to arouse general awakening of the 

people in the country towards the protection of wildlife. Though traditionally wildlife refers 

to undomesticated animal species, it includes all organisms living free in nature without 

being introduced by human. And therefore, it consists of both animals and plants, he 

explained. “Sustaining all life on earth” was the theme for the current year’s World Wildlife 

Day, being observed on March 03rd globally every year on the auspices of the United 

Nations. Wildlife conservation that includes conservation of the wild animal and plant 

species aligns with UN Sustainable Development Goals and their wide-ranging 

commitments on alleviating poverty, ensuring sustainable use of resources, and on 

conserving life both on land and below water to halt biodiversity loss, he pointed out. The 

importance of wild animals does not depend on how much they can produce for us, but in 

balancing the environment. 2020 is regarded as “biodiversity super year,” and all the 

events organized, that place biodiversity at the forefront, provide a unique opportunity to 

deliver transformative progress for the conservation and sustainable use of the species of 

wild animals and plants. 

Dr C Kunhikannan, Director IFGTB in his special address pointed out that the national 

wildlife week celebrations commensurate with the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, who was 

symbol of non- violence. He explained that wildlife plays an important role in food chain 

which shows how energy is transferred from one living organism to another. It is important 

for us to understand how the food chain works so that we know what are the important 

living organisms that make up the food chain and how the ecology is balanced,  

Dr Kunhikannan explained. Humans and wildlife both share a relationship and the time 

has come to rejuvenate and refresh the kinship between them. The creation of a future 

generation that is especially kind and affectionate towards wildlife can yield very good 

results, he added. 



Results of the Online Elocution Competition held on the theme “Why do we need to 

conserve wildlife?”  were declared by the Chief Jury, Dr John Prasanth Jacob,  

Scientist G. Among the 68 participants who took part in the contest from different states of 

India, Shri Supraja, 9th Grade, Prasan Vidya Mandir, Chengalpattu, Shri R Shreyas, 

UKG, GRD Public School Coimbatore and Shri D.K. Hansikaa, 6th Grade, Vidhya Niketan 

Public School, Coimbatore won the first, second and third prizes respectively. The next 06 

best elocutions were awarded consolation prizes. Cash prizes were awarded to the 

winners and E Certificates to all the participants.  An awareness poster highlighting the 

importance of wildlife conservation was released during the occasion and its digital copies 

were shared with students and all the stakeholders. Dr S. Vigneswaran, Programme 

Officer, ENVIS proposed the vote of thanks. The online event can be accessed at 

https://bit.ly/33A4u8s. 
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